
Cafés and Pubs (see map)

1. Vivary Centre Café at Vivary Park next to the 

climbing centre

2. The Coffee Station, Vivary Park next to the 

toilets

3. The ‘Coffee Corner’ Café at Blackbrook Leisure 

Centre

There are two pubs close to Bathpool:

4. The Merry Monk PH on the main A3259. About 

600m from the turn around point at Bathpool, in 

Monkton Heathfield. Has large gardens

5. The New Mill 102 Bridgwater Road go along 

Acacia Gardens/ Mill Lane, take care when 

crossing A38

6. Priorswood In Priorswood Place district centre, 

there is an excellent bakery serving hot drinks, 

sandwiches and cakes. Also a Co-op. You can sit 

in the community maintained garden to enjoy 

refreshments.

7. French Weir. The ‘Weir’ (café)  at Coach. Great 

terrace overlooking the Tone.

8. Vivary Arms Pub. Has a village feel close to the 

town centre. Garden.  Said to be Taunton’s oldest 

recorded Inn.

Toilets

Vivary Park, southern side adjacent to the play 

area 7am-7pm

Priorswood Place District Centre on the car park 

side (between the community centre and the Post 

Office)

Somerset Wildlife Trust

Look out for Somerset Wildlife Trust’s information 
panels shown on the map.

Somerset Wildlife Trust celebrates, champions and 

helps conserve the amazing wildlife of Taunton’s 

waterways and green spaces, working in local 

communities to inspire people to connect with, 
and value, the urban nature on their doorstep. For 

more information on their work visit 

www.somersetwildlife.org

Photos by Steve Horrell

Produced with financial support from Taunton 
Deane Borough Council and ‘Big Bike Revival’

June 2018

Foxglove Trail

Taunton is a town  of attractive green spaces and 
watercourses, some  off the beaten track. This 11 
mile mainly flat Trail enables you to discover parts 
of Taunton you didn’t know.

The Trail follows some of the town’s traffic free paths 
and mainly quiet roads. It is suitable for all ages, 

particularly families. You can join it at any point along 
the Trail, to come back to the same point.

There are attractive green areas to pause in and  
sections along some of Taunton’s many streams 
and the Taunton-Bridgwater Canal and River Tone. 

There are wildlife havens along the Trail. This 

leaflet contains information on places of interest 
and  refreshment stops.

Stay Safe

There are a couple of short sections where traffic 
is moderate and a few junctions where you’ll need 
to take extra care. These are clearly marked on the 

map.

Many sections are shared with pedestrians, so 
please give way to them where necessary.

Along the canal go slowly under the bridges and 

ring your bell, as there is limited forward view 

underneath  them.

Way marking

We have way marked with small arrows and 

Foxglove stickers. These aren’t always as obvious 
as we wanted, as Somerset County Council didn’t 

give permission to use their posts.

For detailed directions go to:  https://thetacc.org.
uk/foxglove-trail/

Points of interest

1. The site of Vivary Park was first a fish farm, 
then a private estate before it was purchased 

by the Municipal Borough of Taunton for £3,659.

2. The Blackbrook provides a traffic free route for 
wildlife in and out of the town. Otter, Water Voles 
and Kingfishers use it.

3. Hamilton Gaunt Park The Park is well known 

for its spectacular avenue of Horse Chestnut trees. 

There is a view of the fire station tower. 

4. The Bridgwater and Taunton Canal opened in 

1827 linking the River Tone to the River Parrett, 
to carry coal and iron from South Wales. The 

canal is also used to transport drinking water 

to Bridgwater. Look out for Mallards, Swans, 

Kingfishers and a host of different Dragonflies.

5. Community Garden, Priorswood. Developed on 
drab grassland with Lottery Funding, the garden is 
a peaceful and well maintained haven.

6. Children’s Wood. In  1992  over 3,000 trees 

were planted to mark the birth of every child in 

the Borough.

7. French Weir There have been sightings of 
Atlantic salmon leaping the weir after wet 
weather. 

8. Longrun Meadow opened as a public space in 

August 2010. Part  of a flood management plan 

 for Taunton.

Scan to put the 

route on your 

smart device
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